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ACT I

There will be one 15 minute intermission.

Musical Numbers

Still Rockin’  ..............................................................................Cowboy Bob & His Band
Let’s Hear It For The Boy  ..................................................................Rusty & Company
Can You Find It In Your Heart? ......................................................................................Vi
Dancing Is Not A Crime  ..............................................................................................Ren
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Mama Says (Encore) ..................................................................................Willard & Boys
Almost Paradise  ..............................................................................................Ren & Ariel
Heaven Help Me (Reprise)  ..............................................................................Rev. Shaw
Can You Find It In Your Heart? (Reprise)  .....................................................Rev. Shaw
Footloose (Finale)  ..............................................................................................Company
Megamix  ..............................................................................................................Company

ACT II

Band

Ben Wray - Accompanist/Keys 1  •  David Burnett - Keys 2
James Barton - Reeds  •  Colvin Hooser - Gutair 1  

Mark Felton - Guitar 2  •  Conner Ampleman - Bass 
John Gilmore - Drums  •  Zachary Keyser - Percussion
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Who’s Who in the Cast

Tola Abitogun (Bickle) is 17 years 
old and excited to play Bickle in 
Footloose! He was previously in 
Pippin (SMS) as Pippin, Avenue Q 
(SMS) as Princeton and other shows 
in the KC area. He’d like to thank his 
friends and family for their love and 
support. @tola.abitogun    

Layla Abu Saada (Ariel Moore) is 
thrilled to be in her first Theatre in 
the Park production, and starring as 
Ariel! She is so grateful for everyone 
in the cast/crew for making this 
experience a sweet and unforgettable 
one. Enjoy the show!! 

Ella Bentley (Teen Ensemble) is so 
excited to be back on the Park stage! 
You may have recently seen her 
in Descendants and Freaky Friday 
at TIP. Ella is 18 years old and is 
attending KU to pursue a degree in 
Music Therapy. @ellaaabentleyyy 

Renee Blinn (Vi Moore) is thrilled to 
be returning to the outdoor stage 
here at TIP for the first time since 
portraying Alice Beineke in their 2018 
production of The Addams Family. 
Having consistently been cast in 
mother roles since her stage debut 
nearly 30 years ago, it’s a fun twist to 
actually be just about age appropriate 
this time around. Let’s hear it for the 
MOMS! 

Maddie Bragg (Urleen) This is Maddie’s 
4th TIP show! Maddie will be a senior 
musical theatre dance major at 
Roosevelt University. Maddie would 
like to thank you all for coming out 
to see this rockin’ show and as always 
her bunny Missy.

Kalista Brown (Wendy Jo) is excited to 
be in Footloose! 

Pancha Brown (LuLu Warnicker) is very 
excited to be in her 6th TIP show. 
Favorite TIP roles include Nickie, 
Sweet Charity; Camila Rosario, In the 
Heights and Gloria Thorpe, Damn 
Yankees. Pancha would like to thank 
her friends and family for their 
support. 

Kelly Cady (Adult Ensemble) is proud 
to be a part of her 20th show at TIP! 
A big thank you to Guy and cast for 
this opportunity! Cheeers to friends 
and to the DANCE!!! Enjoy the show!

Mandy Dulny (Teen Ensemble/
Dance Captain) is thrilled to return 
to TIP. She’s a Millikin University 
Graduate and performs all around KC. 
Mandy loves her Pre-K students and 
spending time with her people. Many 
thanks to her family, friends, Miller 
Marley and Sam.

Natasha Gibbons (Ethel McCormack) 
is very excited to be making her 
Theatre in the Park debut. Her 
favorite roles have included Timoune 
in Once On this Island and Reno in 
Anything Goes. She is dedicating her 
performances to her courageous 5 
year old Adriana.

Sebastian Gonzalez Layton (Jeter) 
couldn’t be more excited to make his 
TIP debut! His favorite roles include 
Bobby Strong (Urinetown) and Shane 
(Camp Rock). He would like to thank 
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his family and friends for supporting 
him in his passions! @sebastian.ggl 

Jenny Hines (Betty Blast) is thrilled to 
be cast in her 4th show at the Park, 
and is beyond excited to work with 
this amazing creative team again. She 
wants to say a huge thank you to her 
husband and family for encouraging 
her to be on stage again

Cooper Holmes (Teen Ensemble) 
is thrilled for his second show at 
TIP! He is pursuing a BA in Theatre 
(Performance) at KU. Recent credits: 
Zombie Prom (TIP), The Labyrinth of 
Desire (KU). He would like to thank 
his family for their constant support.

Sam Illum (Travis) is a sophomore 
musical theatre major at TCU 
and is hyped to be in his 4th park 
show! Previously seen as Lon Smith 
(MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS), Chad 

(Descendants), and Darcy (Newsies). 
Love always.

Stuart Jackson (Adult Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be in his fourth TIP show! 
Recent credits include A Man Of No 
Importance (Carney) at OCTA and 
Kinky Boots (George) at the White 
Theater. Stuart sends love and thanks 
to Jodi, Jacob, Joshua and Oliver for 
all their support and encouragement!

Bryson Kendall (Ren McCormack) is 
a rising junior music/musical theatre 
major at Mid America Nazarene 
University. Bryson would like to thank 
his friends and family for all the 
support they give him. Cut loose!! 

Gracie King (Chicago/Adult Ensemble) 
is so excited to be back at the park 
after last season’s Zombie Prom! 
She’s also been part of productions 
at OCTA, The J, and Leawood Stage 
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Company. She’d like to thank you 
family and friends! 

McKenna Lewis (Teen Ensemble/
Dance Captain) is thrilled to be back 
for her 6th TIP show! She is a rising 
senior at Wichita State University 
pursuing a BFA in Musical Theatre and 
minor in Dance. She hopes you enjoy 
the show and cut loose!

Benjamin Lodge (Garvin) is so grateful 
and excited to be a part of his 
second Theatre in the Park show this 
summer! He would like to thank his 
mom, his cast mates, and his 2017 
Nissan Sentra.

Molly McBride (Teen Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be dancing in Footloose 
this summer at the Park! She is 
currently a sophomore at the 
Chicago College of Performing Arts 
where she is a Musical Theatre/Dance 
major. She’d like to thank her friends 
and family for supporting her and 
can’t wait for everyone to see this 
show!

Maxwell McIntire (Chicago/Adult 
Ensemble) is thrilled to be in his 2nd 
production at TIP! New to Kansas 
City, his previous outing with TIP 
was this season’s Freaky Friday. 
He’s excited to cut loose with this 
amazing production and cast!

Dave McIntire (Adult Ensemble) is 
excited to close out his summer on 

the TIP stage. A recent KC transplant, 
Dave, was last seen in TIP’s Freaky 
Friday. Thanks to cast, crew, and 
staff of both shows for their gracious 
welcome. Enjoy the show!

Hewleek McKoy (Willard Hewitt) This 
is Hew’s 11th TIP show. They want to 
thank their friends and family who 
continues to love and support them.  
They want everyone to cut loose and 
enjoy the show.

Riley Moore (Teen Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be a part of her second 
TIP show! Riley is 17 years old and 
a rising senior at SME. Her favorite 
roles: Patrice in 13, Marcy Park in 
Putnam (SRPA). Riley is a part of 
SRPA Vocalocity and Chamber 
Choir at SME. Follow @rilemoore on 
instagram!

Abby Morrison (Teen Ensemble) is 
so excited to be back for her 2nd 
Theatre in the Park show with her 
whole family in tow! She would like 
to thank her friends and family for 
all their love and support. Let’s cut 
Footloose!

Elliot Morrison (Teen Ensemble) is 
excited to appear in his first TIP show 
with his family! An 8th grader, Elliot 
has performed at the J and Summit 
Theatre Group. He loves history and 
Zelda video games and will talk your 
ear off about them.
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Joel Morrison (Reverend Shaw) is 
enjoying sharing the stage with his 
whole family for this production! 
While he sings occasionally, his 
passion is dance. Dance. All the time. 
It may have been omitted from this 
program, but really he’s the dance 
captain. Ask anyone.

Tina Morrison (Eleanor Dunbar) is 
thrilled to be doing a show with her 
husband and kids! She last appeared 
at Theatre in the Park in 2004 in Guys 
and Dolls. One of Tina’s favorite 
things is being a part of Ham Kitty 
improvisational comedy troupe. 
Thanks, Guy!

Zach Newkirk (Teen Ensemble) is 
super excited to be in his first ever 
Theatre in the Park show! He would 
like to thank Guy, James, his parents, 
friends, and the rest of the Footloose 
staff. He hopes you enjoy the show!

Cara Parisi (Rusty) is thrilled to be in 
her 4th TIP show! She is receiving her 
BFA in Musical Theatre from UAB. 
Cara has performed in over 40 shows 
around Kansas City and wants to 
thank all her loved ones. @caraparisi

Kenzi Parsons (Chicago/Adult 
Ensemble) is excited to return to the 
stage following a four-year hiatus in 
her first show with Theatre in the 
Park this summer! Many thanks to her 
family and friends for their continued 
support.

Margot Reed (Teen Ensemble) is 
excited to be in Footloose!

Gavin Ruder (Teen Ensemble) is 
excited to return back to the park 
stage. This will be his 4th Theatre in 
the Park show. He’s been in Mamma 
Mia, Zombie Prom and Freaky Friday 
at the Park. @gavin_ruder

Kat Ruprecht (Adult Ensemble) is 
elated to be back at Theatre in the 
Park for her 4th Show! She was last 
seen in Vilna: A Resistance Story at 
the White Theatre. Kat is a mom and 
travel agent most other times. Thank 
you Kevin for everything. L’Chaim! 

Ryan Russell (Lyle) Previous credits: 
Billy Goat Ensemble in The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff (Roesland Elementary), 
Rapunzel’s Prince in Into the Woods 
Jr. (Hocker Grove Middle), and Tap-
Dancing Egg in Something Rotten 
(The White Theatre). Woo Pig! 

	  @_ryan.russell
Austin Skibbie (Cowboy Bob/Chicago 

/Adult Ensemble) This is Austin’s 
3rd Theatre in the Park show, and he 
couldn’t be more excited to cut loose 
with this cast. Austin has worked 
both on/off Stage at SRPA, OCTA, 
JCCC and MTH. Thank you to Aly, 
Emmy, Darrington, Michael, Haley and 
Gus for your unending support!  

Kayleen Spear (Chicago/Adult 
Ensemble) is so excited to be back 
for another TIP show. You may have 
seen her last puppeteering away in 
Seussical the Musical. In her free 
time, Kayleen enjoys food, fun and 
friends. Thank you for coming and 
enjoy the show!

Shane St. James (Wes Warnicker) 
returns to Theatre in the Park 
Outdoor after last summer’s DISNEY 
DESCENDANTS, and fresh off 
contract for Music Theater Heritage’s 
GYPSY. Special thanks to his family, 
friends and “Shaneiac’s” for their 
continuous support. Represented by 
Moxie Talent Agency. @stshanejames

Reed Uthe (Coach Dunbar) has been 
involved with TIP productions since 
2001, most recently as director of 



Connor Ampleman (Bass) This is 
Connor’s 5th TIP show. He has played 
bass professionally around the Kansas 
City and Wichita areas for several 
years. Currently Connor is studying 
double bass performance at WSU 
and plans to continue on to graduate 
school after this coming year.

James Barton (Reeds) In May 2023, 
James graduated Shawnee Mission 
North High School and will be 
attending Kansas City Kansas 
Community College to study Jazz. 

Who’s Who in the Orchestra
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Putnam County Spelling Bee. Reed 
teaches/directs theatre at BVWest 
High School. Thanks to Guy, Emilie, 
and all cast/crew. Love to Stacey and 
Leo!

Emily Vargo (Adult Ensemble) is 
thrilled to be involved in Footloose 
with such an amazing cast and 
production team! You may have 
previously seen her this season as 
Torrey in Freaky Friday. Enjoy the 
show!

Josh Wheeler (Chuck Cranston) is 
back for his 3rd show at TIP, he 
graduated from the University of 
Utah (sko utes), is a Specialist in the 
Army reserves, and plans to move to 
Atlanta for a career in TV/Film in the 
fall! @joshuamwheeler

Sam Williamson (Teen Ensemble) This 
is Sam’s second Theatre in the Park 
show, and third time performing in 
Footloose! Recently, he performed 
in Meet Me in St. Louis with TIP and 
Footloose with SRPA. He is so excited 
to bring this show to the stage, and 
hopes that you enjoy!

David Burnett (Keys 2) is super excited 
to be playing in the Footloose 
orchestra, enjoy the show!

Mark Felton (Guitar 2) is thrilled to 
be in the Footloose orchestra. Many 
thanks to his wife and family for their 
love and support. 

John Gilmore (Drums) is a veteran of 
many shows, playing drumset and 
percussion, and is excited to be 
playing Footloose! A proud husband 
and father of two little ones, he 
loves being able to contribute to live 
theatre whenever possible.

Colvin Hooser (Guitar 1) Colvin’s 
musical journey spans from Grammy 
award winners, to the Andy Williams 
Band, to American Idol Top Ten 
Finalists and too many musicals to 
count. Colvin has a Master of Music 
Degree and is an instructor for Barton 
Community College.

Zachary Keyser (Percussion) has 
been helping make magical musical 
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moments with TIP on and off for 
the past 10 years and is excited to be 
back for another round!  

Ben Wray (Accompanist/Keys 1) I am 
in my 21st year of teaching music, and 
starting my 5th year in the Blue Valley 
district. I also teach private piano and 
voice, play freelance jazz piano, and 
serve on the worship team at Radiant 
Church. My wife Joy and I are parents 
to 3 amazing and musical kids, one of 
which is getting married this fall. 

Who’s Who on the 
Production Team

LB (Co-Choreographer) is honored 
to be back at the park (her summer 
home) co-choreographing with 
Guy Gardner! Dance Training - The 
Dance Factory; Music Performance 
- Washburn University. Highlight 
choreography credits: Songs … - Barn 
Players; Descendants, Half Time, In 
the Heights, HSM1&2, Joseph ...- TIP. 
Thanks to family including doggo 
Beau Ty for tolerating the rehearsal 
process. This cast and production 
team are so full of energy, it’s been 
an absolute blast! Everybody Cut 
Footloose!

Jordan Blackburn (Asst. Stage 
Manager) is delighted to be involved 
in her first show at TIP! She would 
like to thank the talented cast, crew, 
and staff of Footloose, plus her 
family and friends.

Jayson Chandley (Resident Lighting 
Designer) is excited to be designing 
at Theatre in the Park for the summer 
season. He has spent the last few 
years working with many Cedar Fair 
Amusement Parks, involved in many 
exciting projects like this years New 







Zambezi Zinger at Worlds of Fun!  
Other area technical and design 
credits include work at Kansas City 
Starlight, The White Theatre at the 
J; Eubank/Egads Productions; JCCC; 
Spinning Tree Productions; Musical 
Theatre Heritage; The American 
Heartland Theatre, as well as many 
other projects regionally, and 
internationally. “Thanks to Mom 
for being such a wonderful and 
encouraging force in my life! Through 
all of my crazy endeavors.”

Zane Champie (Associate Director) 
Zane is excited to be returning to the 
Park this summer for this super fun 
show. He’d like to thank his friends 
and family for their support. Enjoy 
the show, and cut loose!

Emilie Christian (Stage Manager) is so 
excited to be back at the Park! Her 
passion is to be involved in theatre 
and you can now find her over at The 

J! Other Credits: Wizard of OZ, Half 
Time, The SpongeBob Musical - TIP, 
Company, Putting It Together - The 
Barn, Man of La Mancha, Xmas 
Spectacular, Secret Garden - MTH. 
So much love to Tyler and my friends 
and family for their constant support.

Guy Gardner (Director/Co-
Choreographer) is thrilled to be 
returning to the town of Bomont 
for the story of Footloose. Guy 
is the Associate Artistic Director 
for Theatre in the Park and the 
Performing Arts Specialist for JCPRD.  
Directing: The SpongeBob Musical, 
High School Musical 1 & 2, Joseph…, 
The Full Monty (TIP), The Addams 
Family, Matilda: The Musical (The J), 
Sister Act, Songs for a New World, 
Legally Blonde (The Barn Players).  
In 2022 Guy founded the Emerging 
Theatre Professional Initiative, 
creating a new way for theatrical 



creative team members to develop 
their craft in the Kansas City Area 
with proper resources and the ability 
to take chances and make mistakes.  
Look for ETPI to return in 2024!  And 
be sure to join us for TIP FUN FEST on 
October 14th!  

Sophia Gayoso-Nordling (Assistant 
Director) is very excited to be a 
director at the park for the second 
time. Some of her previous credits 
include The SpongeBob Musical at 
the Park and Matilda at the J. Sophia 
is based in KC and NYC as she directs, 
production manages, and projection 
designs at Fordham University. She 
would like to thank Guy and Zane, 
the entire production team, her 
family and friends, and especially her 
mom for all of their support.

Rebekah Grieb (Production Assistant) 
is happy to return to Bomont and this 
timeless story. She’s stage managed 
in KC for 15 years and is excited to 
see the next generation taking over. 
Previous TIP shows include Joseph..., 
The SpongeBob Musical, and The 
Full Monty. By day she supervises the 
CMS department for Alphapointe, 
a non-profit providing services 
and employment for the visually 
impaired. Thanks to Guy, Emilie, and 
the team for letting her play. Let 
those feet loose! 

Arwen Jaquet White (Costume 
Designer/ Coordinator) is a Kansas 
City based costume designer and 
founder of Juste Jaquet Designs, a 
creative studio for costume design 
and fine art. She has designed 
theatrically throughout the city on 
productions including Flood - KC Rep, 
Tartuffe - Landlocked Opera, Wicked 
Creatures - Confluence Theatre, 

Something Rotten!, A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Peter Pan - The 
White Theatre, Clyde’s, The Sound 
Inside, Toni Stone, Tiny Beautiful 
Things, Our Black Death, Lifespan 
of a Fact, Who’s Your Baghdaddy…, 
The Revolutionists, Sweat, The 
Mountaintop, My Name is Asher 
Lev - Unicorn Theatre, Little Shop 
of Horrors - Padgett Productions, 
Chainsaw - Living Room Theatre, 
Motherfreakinghood, Gruesome 
Playground Injuries - Fishtank 
Theatre. She is an Entertainment 
Contractor for Norwegian Cruise 
Line, stitching for Burn the Floor, 
Paradie, Priscilla Queen of the 
Desert, and Band on the Run. A 
Teaching Artist throughout Kansas 
City she is loving the opportunity 
to help young artists grow and 
explore through theatre and design. 
arwenjwhite.com, @arwenjwhite

Fran Kapono-Kuzila (Hair & Makeup) 
is thrilled to be back at TIP for 
another show. As a part-time 
PreK-8th grade music teacher at 
Resurrection Catholic School she 
is fortunate to have the ability to 
also work with several production 
companies in the Kansas City area. 
Theatrical arts have been a large part 
of her adult life and she was thrilled 
to be chosen to acknowledge Kansas 
City’s theatre heritage with her heart 
“Arenas of Histrionics and Humor” for 
this year’s Parade of Hearts.

Bre Kristian (Asst. Stage Manager) 
Bre is excited to be a part of their 
5th show at TIP! After assistant 
stage managing for Meet Me in 
Saint Louis earlier in the season, 
they are ready to jump right into 
Footloose with all of these amazingly 



talented individuals! They are 
heading into their 3rd year at William 
Jewell College and working on 
their double major in Theatre and 
Communications. Now, please kick 
your feet up and enjoy the show!

James Levy (Music Director) is excited 
to be back at TIP! TIP Music Directing 
Credits: Descendants (2022), Half 
Time (2021), Frozen Jr.(2019), The 
Wizard of OZ (2019), In The Heights 
(2018), High School Musical 1&2 (2018), 
Avenue Q (2018), The Happy Elf 
(2017/2018), Joseph...Dreamcoat (2016). 
James teaches in the Blue Valley 
School District and also serves as the 
Artistic Director of the non-profit 
organization KC A Cappella. Thank 
you to the amazing cast and crew for 
their hard work as well as his family 
and friends for their support.

Kelsey Nicholes (Props Designer/
Coordinator) is so excited to 
be included in this production! 
Footloose was her first musical 
she ever did in high school where 
unfortunately, she fractured her 
foot on opening night. Footloose 
still holds a special place in her heart 
and a funny memory of a bow on 
crutches. She is a local actress and 
has worked all over the metro. She 
has loved working with Guy and 
the rest of the creative team seeing 
behind the scenes.
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JCPRD Representative  .......Leslee Rivarola
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Council Member  ................Jackie Hancock
Council Member  .................Meredith Neill 
Council Member  .......................Tom Nelson
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Ex Officio/Supt. of Culture ..Susan Mong
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Producing Artistic Director ............Tim Bair
Associate Artistic Director ...Guy Gardner
TIP Administration ..............Rachel Rendina
Production Manager ..............Sarah Saugier
Technical Director ...................David Powell
Media Relations ................Ruth Baum Bigus
Graphic Designer .....................Justin Border
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SPECIAL THANKS

Blue Valley West for some scenic 
dressing and props.

Jerry Birts for your help 
during rehearsals.

The Kirk of Kansas City 
for costume pieces.

Vanessa Campagna for all the 
words of encouragement 

all of those years ago.

Emmy Hadley and SRPA for their 
flexibility and communication.

Thank You for helping us make 
a difference in our communities!

All of us at TIP and the hundreds of 
participants that bring live theatre to 

our stage in the park are extremely 
grateful for supporters like you who 
have demonstrated your love for the 
arts by supporting us with your gifts 

of time, treasure and patronage.
Thank you!

VISIT: theatreinthepark.org
TO DONATE

Made a ROUNDUP donation?

See YOUR name at:
theatreinthepark.org/donors

Staff for FOOTLOOSE
Opening Night, JULY 28, 2023

Harvest Production Manager  ...Josh Koan
Lighting Designer ..............Jayson Chandley
Sound Designer ............................Brady Rose
Sound Interns  ...................Henry Cahoone,

 Caitlyn Marshall
Lighting Interns  ...................Nathan Bigler,

Kendric Santos-Briggs, Francis Sheehan
Master Electrician  ..............Chloe Petersen
Technical Director ...................David Powell
ATD/Shop Foreman  ................Zeb Johnson
Scenic Charge  ......................Jana Danzeisen
Senior Scenic Carpenters  ..Griffin Rogers,

Christian Lucas
Senior Scenic Painter  ...............Kylie Driver
Scenic Carpenters  ............Corbin Albaugh,

Sara Baird, Richard Bertoldie,
Corwin Bower, Day Zamora

Scenic Painters  .........................Katie Cronin, 
Frankie Dorrell, Jess Lorenz, 

Ari Hernandez
House/Concession Managers  ...Paul Adkins

Joe Arri, Trevor Frets,
Rhonda Krawiec, Barry Myers

Box Office Manager  ...............Alex Council
Run Crew  ................................Sydney Cheek, 

Amelia O’Berg, Maddie Wright

OFLITTLE SHOP

OCT 6-22
Theatre in the Park

INDOOR!
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