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We’re gearing up for our 2021-22 season and we invite you to join us!

DRUM TAO

JUDY
COLLINS

NEW DANCE PARTNERS

THE TE X AS TENORS

jccc.edu/MidwestTrustCenterE N D L E S S VA R I E T Y, 
M AT C H L E S S TA L E N T !

TRINIT Y IRISH DANCE

DARLENE 
LOVE

TICKETS ON SALE THIS SUMMER!  
Visit jccc.edu/MidwestTrustCenter  
or call the Box Office at 913-469-4445, 
Monday – Friday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 

https://www.jccc.edu/midwest-trust-center/


https://jcdsemergingartists-com.3dcartstores.com/


Message and data rates may apply. 1 message per request. Text HELP to 33011 for help.  
Text STOP to 33011 to cancel. FedEx Ground is an equal opportunity/affirmative action 
employer (Minorities/Females/Disability/Veterans) committed to a diverse workforce.

TO APPLY
text FXGcareers to 33011

Join 
our 
team

Tap here to 
learn more.

https://careers.fedex.com/ground


Message and data rates may apply. 1 message per request. Text HELP to 33011 for help.  
Text STOP to 33011 to cancel. FedEx Ground is an equal opportunity/affirmative action 
employer (Minorities/Females/Disability/Veterans) committed to a diverse workforce.

TO APPLY
text FXGcareers to 33011

Join 
our 
team

Tap here to 
learn more.

2022
RECOGNITION     SCHOLARSHIP     AWARDS

SHOOTING STARS 
JOHNSON COUNTY HIGH SCHOOL

SENIORS, GRADUATING IN SPRING OF
2022,  ARE ELIGIBLE TO BE NOMINATED

BY THEIR VISUAL, LITERARY, OR
PERFORMING ARTS TEACHER FOR ONE OF

9 CATEGORIES

LITERATURE
2D VISUAL ART
3D VISUAL ART
PHOTOGRAPHY

THEATRE PERFORMANCE
STRINGS
VOICE (CLASSICAL)
WINDS & PERCUSSION
PRODUCTION & DESIGN

SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AWARDED TO
1ST PLACE IN EACH CATEGORY: $1400
2ND PLACE IN EACH CATEGORY: $700

NOMINATING TEACHERS OF 1ST PLACE WINNERS: $300

IF YOU AND YOUR STUDENT ARE
INTERESTED IN LEARNING MORE ABOUT
THIS PROGRAM, VISIT
HTTPS://ARTSJOCO.ORG/ACJC/SHOOTING-
STARS-SCHOLARSHIPS/
OR EMAIL ARTSJOCO@ARTSJOCO.ORG

https://artsjoco.org/acjc/shooting-stars-scholarships/


with
Jonathan Arnold   Maddox Bane   Michael Bell   Jonah Brown   Kameron Cole

Dalton DeVoe   Johnny Dinh Phan   Victor Gossage   Cameron Gunter   
  McKenna Harvey   Luke Harwerth   Paul Harwerth   Brian Houchin   Sam Illum   

Jenell Johnson   Peter Leondedis   Hewleek McKoy   Andrew Milbourn   Sheridan Mirador   
Brett Oplotnik   Aiden Reynolds   Robin Robles   Ryan Russell   Michael Scahill   
Ramsey Self   Austin Shively   Chayston Simmons   Liam Smith   Austin Stang   

Fisher Stewart   Weston Thomas   Jackson Tomlin   Jeremiah Valenzuela   Wyatt Walberg

Music Director/Conductor

Ashley Jones Rivers

Stage Manager

Alisha Morris

Props Designer/Coordinator 

Brian Percival

Asst. Stage Managers

Chuck Harper
Averey Shaw

Directed by

Julie Ewing

Asst. Choreographer

Averey Shaw

Scenic Designer

David Powell

Costume Designers/Coordinators

Todd & Phillip Hoover-Holthus

Sound Designer

Brady Rose

Technical Director

David Powell

Production Manager

Sarah Saugier

Hair & Makeup Designer

John Hollan

Choreographer 

Lana Jensen

Accompanist 

Jonnie Brice

Based on the Disney Film written by

BOB TZUDIKER & NONI WHITE

NEWSIESNEWSIES
DISNEY’S

The Shawnee Mission Theatre in the Park
Production of

THE MUSICAL
Originally produced on Broadway by

DISNEY THEATRICAL PRODUCTIONS

Fight Choreographer 

David Miller

This production is made possible in part 
by Renewal by Anderson.

Lighting Designers

Bri Fuller
Sean Glass

Original Broadway Choreography by

CHRISTOPHER GATELLI

Orchestrations by

DANNY TROOB

Incidental Music & Vocal Arrangements by

MICHAEL KOSARIN
Dance Arrangements by

MARK HUMMEL

Music by

ALAN MENKEN
Lyrics by

JACK FELDMAN
Book by

HARVEY FIERSTEIN

https://artsjoco.org/acjc/shooting-stars-scholarships/


Someone is 
accidentally 

injured every 
second

In case of a life-threatening emergency, call 911
Schedule online at GetInQuickERKC.com.

That’s why our ER experts  
stand ready 24/7 to care for you.
Unexpected moments happen. When they do, you can trust that 
AdventHealth’s ER experts are ready to safely care for you at four 
locations throughout Johnson County. And, we’ve made it easy to 
schedule a non-life-threatening emergency room visit online so you can 
wait in the comfort of home and arrive at a time convenient for you.

https://www.adventhealth.com/hospital/adventhealth-shawnee-mission


CAST

Jack Kelly  .................................................................................................Austin Stang
Crutchie  ...................................................................................................Ryan Russell
Davey  ...............................................................................................Sheridan Mirador
Les  ................................................................................................................Liam Smith
Race/Newsie  .......................................................................................Fisher Stewart
Albert/Newsie  .................................................................................Weston Thomas
Specs/Newsie  .....................................................................................Austin Shively
Finch/Newsie  ........................................................................................Maddox Bane
Romeo/Newsie  ................................................................................Hewleek McKoy
Elmer/Newsie  ....................................................................................Wyatt Walberg
Mush/Newsie  ........................................................................................Robin Robles
Henry Buttons/NY Newsie  .............................................................Jackson Tomlin
Jojo/Scab 2/NY Newsie  .......................................................................Michael Bell
Tommy Boy/Scab 3/NY Newsie  .....................................................Brett Oplotnik
Mike/Newsie/Brooklyn Newsie  ....................................................Luke Harwerth
Spot Conlon/Newsie (Act I)  .................................................Jeremiah Valenzuela
Katherine Plumber  ........................................................................McKenna Harvey
Darcy/Goon/NY Newsie  ..........................................................................Sam Illum
Bill/Goon/NY Newsie  ..............................................................Chayston Simmons 
Wiesel/Stage Manager/Mr. Jacobi/Mayor  .............................Andrew Milbourn
Morris Delancey  ..................................................................................Brian Houchin
Oscar Delancey  ...............................................................................Cameron Gunter
Joseph Pulitzer  ...................................................................................Michael Scahill
Seitz/Goon  ......................................................................................Jonathan Arnold
Bunsen/Policeman/NY Newsie  .......................................................Dalton DeVoe
Nunzio/Guard/Policeman/Roosevelt  .......................................Peter Leondedis
Nun 1/Hannah/Bowery Beauty 1/Policeman  ...................................Ramsey Self
Nun 2/Woman/Bowery Beauty 2/Photographer/Policeman  ..Kameron Cole
Nun 3/Medda Larkin/Policeman  ....................................................Jenell Johnson
Snyder  ..................................................................................................Victor Gossage
Splasher/Newsie/Brooklyn Newsie  ...................................................Jonah Brown
Ike/Newsie/Brooklyn Newsie  .........................................................Paul Harwerth
Newsie/Brooklyn Newsie/Scab 1  .............................................Johnny Dinh Phan
Newsie/Brooklyn Newsie  ..............................................................Aiden Reynolds

in order of appearance



FNBO is proud to sponsor

The Theatre in the Park
For more than 25 years, we have been proud to support community events that contribute 
to the vibrancy of our region. Enjoy the show! 

Fairway  |  Olathe  |  Overland Park  |  Shawnee
fnbo.com  |          |  

Member FDIC

https://www.fnbo.com/


Musical Numbers

Santa Fe (Prologue)  ................................................................................Jack & Crutchie
Carrying the Banner  ....................................................................Jack, Newsies & Nuns
The Bottom Line  .....................................................Pulitzer, Seitz, Bunsen & Hannah
Carrying the Banner (Reprise) ............................................................................Newsies
That’s Rich  ................................................................................................................Medda
I Never Planned On You/Don’t Come a-Knocking  ..........Jack & Bowery Beauties
The World Will Know  ......................................Jack, Davey, Les, Crutchie & Newsies
The World Will Know (Reprise)  ......................................Jack, Davey, Les & Newsies
Watch What Happens  ......................................................................................Katherine
Seize the Day  .......................................................................Davey, Jack, Les & Newsies
Santa Fe  ..........................................................................................................................Jack

ACT I

There will be one 15 minute intermission.

King of New York  .....................................................Davey, Katherine, Les & Newsies
Letter from the Refuge  ......................................................................................Crutchie
Watch What Happens (Reprise)  ...................................Davey, Jack, Katherine & Les
The Bottom Line (Reprise)   ...................................................Pulitzer, Seitz & Bunsen
Brooklyn’s Here  .......................................................................................Spot & Newsies
Something to Believe In  ......................................................................Katherine & Jack
Seize the Day (Reprise)  .......................................................................................Newsies
Once and For All  ....................................................Jack, Davey, Katherine & Newsies
Seize the Day (Reprise II)  ...................................................................................Newsies
Finale Ultimo  ......................................................................................................Company

ACT II

BAND

Trumpet - Cynthia Hartwell Szczesny • Trumpet (Swing) - Austin Wakat
Trombone - Asa Martin • Drumset & Percussion - John Gilmore

Guitar - Jimmy Bloomquist • Keyboard 1 - Jonnie Brice
Keyboard 2 - Jacob Thomas • Violin - Kara Schlenk

Cello - Kieran Ojakangas • Bass - Colvin Hooser
Reeds - Noelle Schlenk • Conductor - Ashley Jones Rivers

NEWSIES is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). 
All authorized performance materials are also supllied by MTI. www.mtishows.com

The videotaping or other video or audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
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State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2001878

Surprisingly great rates 
right around the corner.

I’m your one-stop shop for the service you deserve at a price you 
want. Call me for surprisingly great rates and Good Neighbor 
service right in your neighborhood.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting requirements.

Jeff Zigmant, Agent
9460 Renner Blvd
Lenexa, KS  66219
Bus: 913-859-9480
www.getzig.com

https://getzig.com/
https://www.huschblackwell.com/


Who’s Who in the Cast

Jonathan Arnold (Seitz/Goon) Newsies 
is Jonathan’s third show at Theatre 
in the Park after appearing in the 
barbershop quartet in The Music Man 
and as a Seabee in South Pacific. He 
thanks his family and friends for their 
support and thanks God for vaccines 
and the return of live theater! 

Maddox Bane (Finch) is a Senior & is 
thrilled to be in his 7th TIP show! He’s 
performed all over the area, including 
Starlight, MTH, & The White Theatre! 
He’d like to thank his family & friends 
for their support! @maddoxbane

Michael Bell (Jojo/Scab 2) Is thrilled to 
be performing in his second Theatre 
in the Park show. He would like to 
thank his friends and family for 
supporting him on his journey as well 
as Miller Marley for his training. Special 
shoutout to the BBQ squad :). Enjoy 
The Show!

Jonah Brown (Splasher) danced the role 
of Prince in both Sleeping Beauty and 
Cinderella at TCH, in Underground 
with Störling Dance and various roles 
with Kansas City Ballet. In 2020, he won 
3rd place in YAGP Pas de Deux category 
in KC. 

Kameron Cole (Bowery Beauty/ Nun 
2/ Photographer/Woman)  is thrilled 
for her first summer show with TIP! In 
the past she has been a part of shows 
such as Sister Act (Deloris Van Cartier), 
Godspell (Ensemble), Little Shop of 
Horrors (Ronnette), and more. She is 
an alumni of Burlington High School 
and currently attends Johnson County 
Community College. Most importantly, 
she would like to thank her family, 
friends, and all who support her! 

	 @just.kam.cole 
Dalton DeVoe (Bunsen/Policeman/

NY Newsie) is so excited to be making 
his TIP debut! He’s currently studying 

Top 15 College
 - U.S. News & World Report

Over 50 Majors
Including Music & Theatre

Near Kansas City
Located just 50 miles 
north of metro area

#WHEREGREATNESSBEGINS

A YEAR WITH FROG & TOAD, FEBRUARY 2020

https://www.benedictine.edu/admission/visit/index


Musical Theatre and Vocal Performance 
at Wichita State University. He thanks 
his friends for unconditional support, 
and his mom for literally everything. 
Enjoy the show!

Johnny Dinh Phan (Newsie/Brooklyn 
Newsie/Scab 1) is ecstatic to perform 
in his second show at TIP! You may 
have seen him in TIP’s The Music Man. 
This fall, he will be a junior at KU 
double majoring in Biochemistry and 
Dance on the pre-medicine track.

Victor Gossage (Snyder) This is Victor’s 
first show in 10 years at Theatre in 
the Park. Thank you Julie for the 
opportunity. This is for you Dad. 

Cameron Gunter (Oscar Delancey) After 
2020, Cameron is ecstatic to be making 
his TIP debut in Newsies! To keep it 
short and sweet, thank you so much 
for supporting the arts, and please sit 

back and enjoy the show!
McKenna Harvey (Katherine Plumber)  

is so excited to be back at TIP! She will 
be a senior Musical Theatre major at 
Missouri State and has been in over 
40 productions around KC. McKenna 
would like to thank her family, friends, 
CYT, and God.

Luke Harwerth (Mike/Brooklyn Newsie) 
This is Luke’s second show at TIP. After 
closing Curtains, rehearsals began 
for Newsies. A graduate of Calvary 
University, Luke is Operations Manager 
& Marketing Director for Splitlog 
Coffee. He’d like to thank Miller Marley, 
his family, & his community.

Paul Harwerth (Ike/Brooklyn Newsie)  
is a theatre arts graduate of Calvary 
University. He excels as an owner 
of his video production company. 
He’d like to thank Miller Marley for 

SCORE $3 OFF $10
when you order ahead on the Shack App!

USE CODE: FRY2021 
*Must be registered user, one redemption per guest.

LEAWOOD, KS

https://www.shakeshack.com/location/leawood-ks/


Join today!

Check out the 
amazing

one-of-a-kind
products!

Individual/Couple    $35 
Family (up to 6 people)   $60
Group (up to 12 people)  $90

Receive FREE admission to the Museum & 
KidScape, discounts on programs and store 

purchases plus MORE!

MUSEUM MEMBERSHIP

Museum 
  Store

https://www.jcprd.com/940/Become-a-Museum-Member
https://www.jcprd.com/1619/Museum-Store


continuing to train him, and his family 
and community for encouraging him to 
continue to dance and perform.

Brian Houchin (Morris Delancey)  is 
thrilled to accept the role of Jean Val 
Jean in Les Miserables. But meanwhile, 
he’ll settle for this role in Newsies. 
Brian would like to personally thank 
Tom Hanks for agreeing to coming to 
night 3.

Sam Illum (Darcy/Goon/NY Newsie)  
will be a senior at Blue Valley 
Southwest and is hyped to make his TIP 
debut with this talented cast. He’s been 
in over 30 shows around the KC area. 
Recent roles include: Sky (Mamma 
Mia) and Bobby Strong (Urinetown). 

	 @sam_illum
Jenell Johnson (Medda Larkin/Nun 3/

Policeman) is excited to be making 
her TIP debut! Jenell is a music major/
theatre minor at MNU. Recently she 
has been music directing and stage 
managing shows. Jenell would like to 
thank the Abigails for being her rock, 
and her family for their constant 
support!

Peter Leondedis (Nunzio/Roosevelt/
Guard/Policeman) is excited to be 
back at TIP where he was last seen as 
50% of all the adults in High School 
Musical. Peter has performed in 
a number of shows at OCTA and 
encourages everyone to check out 
their upcoming season!

Hewleek McKoy (Romeo) This will 
be Hewleek’s 8th production at TIP. 
Hewleek has been doing community 
theatre around Kansas City since 2015 
in roles such as Bride in Titanic (The 
Barn), Zeke in HSM 1&2 (TIP), Amos in 
Big Fish (Faust Theatre), and Walter 
Raleigh in Something Rotten (The J) 
Hewleek Graduated with his BFA from 
Emporia State in 2019. Hewleek is 
excited to bring some positivity to the 

community after a year of uncertainty.
Andrew Milbourn (Wiesel/Mr. Jacobi/

Mayor/Stage Manager) is so excited 
to make his TIP debut. Fun fact: his 
parents met on a TIP show. He would 
like to thank the Lord for the ability, 
Julie for the opportunity, and his 
beautiful bride, Jana, for the love.

Sheridan Mirador (Davey)  is ecstatic 
to be in his 2nd TIP show! He is a 
sophomore BFA Musical Theatre major 
at Missouri State. Glad to be playing his 
dream role alongside his fellow bear, 
McKenna. He hopes you enjoy the 
show! @sheridanmirador

Brett Oplotnik (Tommy Boy/Scab 3) 
has been doing theater since he was 3 
years old. He is so excited for his first 
show at TIP! He would like to thank the 
directors for allowing him to be a part 
of this amazing production of Newsies!

Aiden Reynolds (Newsie/Brooklyn 
Newsie) is excited for his first role at 
TIP. A junior at SMS he has performed 
in several musicals. He attends Miller 
Marley where he is in the performing 
troop. He would like to thank his family 
for all their support.

Robin Robles (Mush)  just finished 
with Mamma Mia at TIP & Children 
of Eden with Spinning Tree. Credits: 
National Tour: Elf the musical, he has 
also performed in many venues around 
the KC area. Robin would like to thank 
Miller Marley, Gary Green and his 
family for their love and support! 

	 @robinelirobles
Ryan Russell (Crutchie) is thrilled to be 

making his fifth appearance in a TIP 
show. Favorite credits include Nick 
Bottom in Something Rotten (MTKC) 
and Chad in All Shook Up (SMN HS). 
He would like to thank everyone for 
seeing Newsies! @_ryan.russell 

Michael Scahill (Pulitzer) is overjoyed 
to debut at Theatre in the Park and to 



APPLY 
TODAY

Did you know you can get your Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Dance in Johnson County, KS? 

discover the ar tist you were created to be

www.storlingdance.org 

Join us!
for more information

PreK to 12th Grade Students and their Parents/Guardians 
eligible for FREE Admission to the Theatre in the Park 

and the Johnson County Museum!

https://www.storlingdance.org/
https://www.sunflowersummer.org/


perform in this iconic musical. Many 
thanks to my amazing wife Courtney, 
my son William, and all of my family 
and friends for their support.

Ramsey Self (Hannah/Bowery Beauty/
Nun 1/Policeman) is honored to join 
this incredible cast on a stage so dear 
to her heart. Favorite TIP Credits 
include: 9 to 5 and A Chorus Line. A 
big thank you to the fabulous directors 
and staff! TTMAB 

Austin Shively (Specs) is excited to 
return to the TIP stage for the second 
time this summer! Previous TIP credits 
include Mamma Mia, HSM 1 & 2, and 
Beauty and the Beast as Cogsworth. 
He would like to thank everyone for 
supporting the arts. @austin.shively

Chayston Simmons (Bill/Goon/NY 
Newsie) has been doing theater for 
just under 16 years. He is so happy to 
be back at the park after a 6 year gap. 
He has enjoyed being a part of this 

show and just being able to get back 
on stage.

Liam Smith (Les) is 9 years old and so 
excited to be back on the TIP stage 
after appearing in Wizard of Oz. Liam 
was recently seen as JoJo (Seussical) 
and Gavroche (Les Mis) with SRPA. He 
enjoys dancing at Miller Marley and 
playing baseball. Enjoy the show!

Austin Stang (Jack Kelly) After 12 years 
Austin is SUPER excited to be back 
on the TIP stage for his dream role in 
Newsies! As always, he would like to 
thank his friends and his parents, Mike 
and Kathy Stang, for their constant 
support.

Fisher Stewart (Race) is thrilled to 
reprise his role as Race at TIP! You 
may have seen him in Joseph at The 
New Theatre, Grease at Starlight, 
Madagascar at The Coterie, and 
Newsies and Something Rotten at The 
J. Newsies forever! @fisherlstewart

https://shearmadnesskids.com/overland-park-olathe-kansas/
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Weston Thomas (Albert) is a business/
marketing graduate from Missouri 
State University. Recent credits: 
Something Rotten, Newsies (White 
Theatre); Matilda, Annie, Be More 
Chill, Godspell, Mamma Mia (TIP); 2019 
Plaza Lighting Ceremony; Funny Girl 
(MTH Theatre); Elf (MTKC Pro); Damn 
Yankees, Fiddler on the Roof (Tent 
Theatre). @Weston_Thomas

Jackson Tomlin (Henry Buttons) is so 
excited to perform in Newsies! He 
most recently performed as Bobby 
Pepper in Curtains here at TIP. 
Outside of performing, Jackson is the 
assistant choreographer for Stage Right 
performing arts. @ jacksonn_tomlinn

Jeremiah Valenzuela (Spot Conlon/
Newsie (Act 1)/Goon) This is Jeremiah’s 
first TIP show, and he couldn’t be 
happier with it! Newsies has been 
a favorite for a while now, and the 

process of seeing it from the ground up 
was marvelous. After doing shows over 
at Olathe East throughout high-school, 
Jeremiah is taking a crack at community 
theatre and would love to thank his 
parents and his close friends, their love 
has made everything possible for him.

Wyatt Walberg (Elmer) is returning 
to the stage after a 3 year gap. He is 
excited to put on this Disney Musical 
with the pit, crew, and cast. He would 
like to thank his parents, brother and 
sisters, Frank Curtis, Julie Ewing, and 
Maddie Ricketts for all of their love 
and support throughout this journey. 
Enjoy Newsies!

Who’s Who in the Orchestra

Jimmy Bloomquist (Guitar)  lives 
in Lawrence where he works and 
performs on guitar and trombone with 
a wide range of local acts. While he’s 

https://www.jcprdfoundation.org/


been in the pit for several musicals 
before, this is his first time performing 
with TIP.

John Gilmore (Drumset & Percussion) 
is a veteran of many shows, playing 
drumset and percussion, and is excited 
to be playing Newsies! A proud 
husband and father of two little ones, 
he loves being able to contribute to 
live theatre whenever possible.

Cynthia Hartwell Szczesny (Trumpet)  
is a Spanish teacher at Shawnee 
Mission South. She has performed 
in pit orchestras with TIP, the Barn 
Players and the White Theatre at the 
J. She plays regularly with the KC Wind 
Symphony. William Jewell graduate and 
brand new mom to the best baby on 
the planet.

Colvin Hooser (Bass) Colvin’s musical 
journey spans from Grammy award 
winners, to the Andy Williams Band, 
to American Idol Top Ten Finalists 

and too many musicals to count. He 
has a Master of Music Degree and is 
an instructor for Barton Community 
College.

Asa Martin (Trombone) Shawnee 
Mission North Class of 2020. This is 
my first show at TIP, but second time 
playing bone for Newsies. If you like 
jazz and funk music check out the band 
I’m in on SoundCloud called Luck20!

Kieran Ojakangas (Cello) A person of 
many disciplines, Kieran is a cellist that 
stretches himself with new challenges, 
many of which include a recent game 
project with a universe of its own. He 
is excited to join TIP for this round in 
the pit!

Kara Schlenk (Violin) graduated from 
Olathe South High School in 2021 and is 
so excited to be playing violin for TIP’s 
Newsies! She will be attending Belmont 
University in Nashville to study Violin 
Performance and Public Relations.

https://www.stageworxkc.com/


Noelle Schlenk (Reeds) is a graduate 
student studying biology at the 
University of Kansas. She has been 
playing in musicals since she was 15 and 
is very grateful for the opportunity to 
continue performing. She has played 
flute, oboe, clarinet, and saxophone for 
10 years and has studied them all at the 
collegiate level. Noelle is very proud to 
be performing in the pit alongside her 
little sister, Kara.

Jacob Thomas (Keyboard 2) is excited 
to be a part of his first pit at TIP! He is 
currently a student at K-State where he 
studies music composition and helps 
accompany the Ballet and Modern 
classes.

Austin Wakat (Trumpet - swing) is 
excited to be playing in the pit for 
Newsies.

Who’s Who on the 
Production Staff

Jonnie Brice (Accompanist) After 33 
years of teaching and directing high 
school musicals, she is truly enjoying 
being a part of the community theatre 
scene! Recent shows include Grand 
Hotel and Bright Star. This is her first 
show at TIP!

Julie Ewing (Director) is excited to be 
back at TIP directing her third show. 
Newsies has always been at the top 
of her directing “wish list” and she 
is thrilled to have been given the 
chance to direct it with this incredibly 
talented group of collaborators. She 
has worked in the Kansas City area 
for the past 30 years as an actor, 
director, writer and producer. You 
may have seen her at Theatre in the 
Park, Olathe Civic Theatre, The Barn 
Players, Theatre For Young America, 
American Heartland Theatre or at The 
Kansas City Renaissance Festival where 

she served as the Artistic Producer 
for two seasons. Favorite projects 
have included the feature length 
film “Spirit of the Season” starring 
Ernest Borgnine, sharing the stage in 
several productions with her son Riley, 
and directing Bright Star for OCTA. 
Since the pandamic, Julie has been 
writing again and is looking forward to 
future announcements of upcoming 
projects, so stayed tuned. When not 
directing Julie serves alongside her 
husband Paul and their family at Living 
Waters Canoe Ministry. To learn more 
about Living Waters visit us at www.
livingwaterscanoe.org. Julie would 
like to thank everyone involved in 
Newsies for making dreams a reality. 
We dedicate this show to those who 
fought for us, those who had no voice 
and those that made their voices 
known so that others could soar! We 
encourage YOU to “Seize the Day” 
by getting involved with a passion 
project. “There is always light, if only 
we’re brave enough to see it. If only 
we’re brave enough to be it.” – Amanda 
Gorman, The Hill We Climb

Chuck Harper (Asst. Stage Manager) is 
pleased to return to the TIP backstage 
staff. He was last seen on the TIP stage 
“driving” the car by remote control 
in 2019’s Chittty Chitty Bang Bang. 
Acting credits include Doorman in 
Grand Hotel (The Barn Players) and 
Marv, a Wet Bandit from Home Alone 
(Christmas at Resurrection). Thanks to 
his husband, Brian Larios (Spamalot 
and The Music Man at TIP), for getting 
him into musical theater in Kansas City. 
LNS.

Todd & Phillip Hoover-Holthus 
(Costume Designers/Coordinators)  
are excited to be back at the park 
costuming another amazing show. Both 
are fine arts teachers in Liberty and 
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are owners of the Fishing Lion Theatre 
Company. They would like to thank 
the staff, cast, and crew and a huge 
thank you to their son, Mathyis, for 
all his help on costumes, his love, and 
support.

Lana Jensen (Choreographer) is thrilled 
to be choreographing Newsies at 
TIP this summer! Lana works as the 
Theatre Director at The Culture House 
Conservatory of the Arts where 
she also teaches acting, directs, and 
choreographs. Lana is passionate about 
seeing her students grow as whole 
people with skill, integrity, and care. 
Along with theatre Lana loves traveling, 
reading, coffee, blanket forts, dark 
chocolate, spending time with family, 
being outside, and living. Enjoy the 
show!

Ashley Jones Rivers (Music Director/
Conductor) is STOKED to be making 
her TIP Music Directorial Debut with 
Newsies!! Previous performances 
include Rock of Ages (The Barn Players), 
Hunchback… (TCH), Hairspray (TIP) 
and The Drowsy Chaperone (TIP; 
OCTA).  She currently sings with The 
KC Symphony Chorus and The Ashley 
Jones Band, and runs her voice studio, 
KC Songbirds!  Thank you to her 
Framily for keeping her grounded, sane 
and constantly supporting her dreams. 
“I love you deeply and dearly!” 

David Miller (Fight Choreographer) is an 
Advanced Actor Combatant with the 
Society of American Fight Directors 
and has a Master of Arts degree in 
Theatre with an emphasis in Stage 
Combat from Louisiana Tech University. 
David is the Stage Combat instructor 
and Fight Director at JCCC. He has 
taught master classes and workshops 
and directed fight scenes for the 
University of Kansas, and Emporia State 
University, among others. 

Alisha Morris (Stage Manager) is excited 
to be back at TIP after a 13 year hiatus, 
this time behind the scenes! She is 
the theatre teacher and director at 
Olathe West High School and is the 
treasurer for Kansas Thespians. She has 
thoroughly enjoyed this experience 
and loves working with a fierce, female 
production team. MA - University of 
Houston, BSE - University of Central 
Missouri. Current National Board 
Teaching Candidate.

Brian Percival (Props Designer/
Coordinator) is back at TIP for the 
7th time. He is currently the Theatre 
Director at Lawrence Free State High 
School. Previous credits include: 
Stage Manager for Cinderella and The 
Music Man (TIP), Director for Up the 
Down Staircase (FSHS), and the Wolf 
in The True Story of the Three Little 
Pigs (ESU). Thanks to the cast, crew, 
orchestra, and staff for their hard work 
to make this show seize the day. Enjoy 
the show! 

Averey Shaw (Asst. Stage Manager & 
Asst. Choreographer) is 19 years old 
and will be going to ORU this fall. This 
is Averey’s first show on staff at TIP. 
She is so excited to be seeing theatre 
from a new perspective. When she’s 
not working behind the scenes she 
loves being on the stage. Some of her 
favorite shows has been Bright Star 
(Alice-TCH), Frozen Jr. (Ensemble-TIP), 
and Footloose (Ariel-Inspire Purposes). 
She wants to say thank you to her cast 
and staff for believing in her. 
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Chair  ..........................................Leslie Rivarola
Vice Chair  .........................Heather Rubesch
Secretary  .....................................Bob Carlson
Treasurer  .........................................Steve Baru
Assistant Secretary  ..........George Schlagel
Assistant Treasurer  ......................Kevin Fern
BOCC Ex Officio  ........................Jeff Meyers
Board Member  ..............................Dan Forgy

JCPRD Board of Commissioners

JCPRD

Executive Director of JCPRD  ...Jeff Stewart
Superintendent of Culture  ......Susan Mong

Theatre in the Park

Producing Artistic Director  ..........Tim Bair
TIP Administration  ............Rachel Rendina
Production Manager  ............Sarah Saugier
Technical Director  .....................David Powell
Media Relations  ..................Ruth Baum Bigus
Graphic Designer  .......................Justin Border

TTIP Advisory Council

Chair ...............................................Jane Massey
Vice Chair  .................................Donna Knoell
Past Chair  ............................Kim Underdown
JCPRD Representative  ................Kevin Fern
Sertoma Club Representative  ..Jim Royer
Council Member  .................John Edmonds
Council Member  ................Leslie Escareno
Council Member  ...................Melissa Evans
Council Member  ................Jackie Hancock
Council Member  ...............Michelle Janson
Council Member  ............Stephanie Meyer 
Council Member  .......................Tom Nelson
Council Member  ...................Adam Thomas
Council Member  ...........Jonathan Thomas 
Ex Officio  .............................................Tim Bair
Ex Officio/Supt. of Culture ..Susan Mong

Staff for NEWSIES
Opening Night, JULY 30, 2021

Lighting and Sound Technical Direction 
by Harvest Productions

Harvest Production Manager  ...Josh Koan
Lighting Designer .............................Bri Fuller
Sound Designer ............................Brady Rose
Technical Director ...................David Powell
Asst. Tech. Director  ....Austin VanBecelaere
Scenic Charge...........................Sophia Marsh
Master Carpenter  ..................Torrey Meyer
Sr. Scenic Carpenter  ....................Sage Stith
Sr. Scenic Painter  ................Jana Danzeisen
Scenic Carpenters  ...........Shelbie Corwine

Christian Lucas, Chelsea Pitts
Griffin Rogers, Kate Tickle

Scenic Painters  ...........................Kylie Driver
Rachel Howard, Adrianna Wendel

Mainstage Technical Theatre Summer Camp Staff:

Teaching Artist  ......................Bethany Elliot
Asst. Teaching Artist ...Maggie Puderbaugh
Harvest Technicians  .............Desiree Bauer
David Clark, Alexa Edmonds, Evan Marks,

Kaylee MItchell, Hannah Wein
House/Concession Managers  ...Paul Adkins

Rhonda Krawiec, Barry Myers, Joe Arri
Asst. House Manager  ...............Trevor Frets
Box Office Manager  ...............Alex Council
TIP Info Booth  ......................Becky Johnson
Front of House Staff  ............Cara Castaldi, 

George Geim, Maria Heath,
Anna Hester, Jonathan Hicks, 

Katie Jacobson, Morgan Jahnke, 
Evan Johnson, Sabrina Kopecky, 

Sydni Lapsley, Anna McGill, 
 Phoebe Mock, Ella Rausch, 

Arann Raven, Kate Richardson, 
Emily Sawyer, Logan Setzkorn, 

Claire Severance, Jack Swearingen, 
Brianna Thomas, Matthew Turner, 

Ashlyn Windmiller
Run crew  .....................................Sarah Bezak, 

Makenna Daniels, Chase Ellis,
Charlotte Gilman, Emma Johnson,
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Claire Kennard, Kristine Luthi, 
Garrett Wainscott, Matt Walberg 

SPECIAL THANKS TO:

Boilermakers Local 83

Olathe East Theatre Department

Olathe West Theatre Department

The Jewish Community Center 
White Theatre

Frank Gentile

Lawrence Free State 
Theatre Department

Lawrence Journal World

Andrews McMeel Universal

Chuck Harper

The Newsies Artistic Team would like 
to thank Tim, Sarah, Rachel, Dave and 

our families for their support. 

Special thank you to the Boilermakers 
Local 83 for our beautiful set pieces 
and for the history they represent.

Every Dollar Counts!

Thank You for helping us make a 
difference in our communities!

All of us at TIP and the hundreds of 
participants that bring live theatre to 

our stage in the park are extremely 
grateful for supporters like you who 
have demonstrated your love for the 

arts by supporting us with your gifts of 
time, treasure and patronage.

Thank you!

VISIT:
theatreinthepark.org

TO DONATE

Made a ROUNDUP donation?
See YOUR name at:

theatreinthepark.org/donors

https://bradfordpet.com/
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