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Mark Swezey is returning to
Theater in the Park after an
11-year absence
o direct “Swee-
ney Todd,” the
opening  show
of the 2012 sea-
_ison.

“I couldn’t re-
sist the oppor-
tunity to direct
Swezey ‘Sweeney
Todd, one of my favorites,” said
Swezey, who is director of the-

e

ater at the Jewish Community
Center. “I've had my eye on it
for years. 'm excited abouyt it.”

Swezey was director of the-
ater at Shawnee Mission South
High School for25 years before
he retired. At the Jewish Com-
munity Center, he produces a
full schedule of musicals, plays
and other cultural events in the
Center's White Theatre. He pre-
viously directed 17 productions
at The Theatre in the Park, the
last one “Peter Pan” in 2000.

He hasn’t worked in outdoor
theater for more than a decade.

“It definitely
will be a
change.

Weather can
be. very frus-
trating,”  he
said with a
chuckle. “But
it will be fun
and P’m very
much looking
forward to it”
Other direc-
tors selected
by producing
artistic direc-
or - Tim Bair

Hastings

Shaw,
who will di-
rect “Legally
Blonde” Tammy Ruder, who
will direct Disney’s “Sleeping
Beauty” and “The Jungle Book”
as a double feature, and David
Hastings, who will direct “Uri-
netown.” Bair, himself, will di-
rect the the seasonm’s finale,
“Youre a Good Man, Charlie
Brown.” .
“Legally Blonde” will be
Shaw’s 17t show at The Theatre
in the Park, where he has been

Ruder

head

7 an actor for
eight  years
and a director
for nine. He
directed “Ai-
da,” a contem-
porary adapta-
tion of Gui-
seppe Verdi’s
Bair opera, at The
Theatre last
Season.

“Legally .
Blonde’ is def-
initely T a
change of
pace,” he said.
1 “Itts fun, a
high-energy

Shaw show that is
extremely en-

tertaining from start to finish. It

‘goes 100 miles an hour all the

time. It’s fun because it doesn't
take itself too seriously. Theze’s
always room for a show like
that”

Ruder calls herself a Disney
fanatic and says she is excited to
work with young actors again.
Ruder directed Disney’s “High
School Musical” in 2009 and
“Annie” in 2010.

“I love being part of the op-

Theseason

“Sweeney Todd,” June

8-10 and 14-17; "Legally

Blonde” June 22-24 and =

 June 28-July 1; Disney’s

. “Sieeping Beauty” and -
“The Jungle Book,” July .

6-8and 12-18; "Urine-

town,” July 20-22and

~ 26-29; “You're a Good

‘Man, Charlie Brown,”

Aug.3-5and9-12.
portunities The Theatre pro-
vides for young actors to devel-
op into future Broadway and
Hollywood stars,” she said. “The
challenge of bringing two clas-
sic Disney stories to the stage is
one I can’t wait to tackle.”

Ruder will have different casts
of approximately 25 youngsters,
ages 9 to 18, for each show. Fach
runs about an hour.

“That's the usual time for
most musicals” she said. “The
biggest difference for me will be
coming up with two visions in-
stead of one.”

David Hastings, a theater
teacher at Olathe South High
School, loves the music of “Uri-
netown.”“It seems to me the
creators of ‘Urinetown’ are mix-
ing musical theater and humor
as a way to get us to talk about
important issues,” said Hastings,
who last year directed “Les Mis-
erables” at The Theatre. “I be-
lieve this is when musical the-
ater is at its best.”

Bair has directed “Youre a
Good Man, Charlie Brown” be-
fore.

The 2012 season includes five

productions instead of the cus-.

tomary four, and all are being
produced at The Theatre in the
Park for the ﬁrsg tir}le.



