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After a 15-year absence, Don
Miller is returning to The The-
atre in the Park as Capt. George
Von Trapp in the 2011 season
openet, “The Sound of Music.”

The season starts at 830 p.m.
Friday in Shawnee Mission Park
with the classic musical, which

“runs through the weekend and
June 16-19.

“Von Trapp is a character I've
always wanted toplay, the top of
my list,” Miller, who lives in
Overland Park, said of his deci-
sion to audition for the role.

“Before, I wasn’t the right age
or didn’t have the right voiee for
Von Trapp. But this time every-
thing fell in place. I'm the right
age and I have the time, so I
went for it. Being on stage is all
coming back to me after some
voice refreshers,” he added with
a chuckle. “I feel like I'm going
back in time.”

Miller last appeared at The
Theatre in the Park in the 1990s,
soon after moving here from
Tulsa, as a knight in “Camelot”
and the lead role of Culy in
“Oklahoma.”

“I was trying to get my busi-
ness started and I didn’t have
iime for acting. I may do more
now if the right role for me
comes along.”

“The Sound of Music” was the
final musical written by Richard
Hodgers and Oscar Hammer-

stein Il Hammerstein died from
ncer nine months after the
Broadway premiere.

Jackie Floyd, a Kirksville, Mo.,
native who is working on a mas-
ter's degree in theater at the
University of Missouri-Kansas
City, makes her debut at the
Theatre in the Park as Maria, the
former postulant turned gov-
erness who . captures Von
Trapp’s heart. She lives in Kan-
sas City, It's the second time
she’s had a role in “The Sound
of Music.”

“I played a nun when I was a
freshiman in high school,” Floyd
said. “Now I'm playing Maria —
what a change.

“It’s exciting to have an oppoi-
tunity to play one of my favorite
characters, one I've always
loved and wanted to do,” she
said. “I think Maria and 1, in my
veal life, are a little bit alike.
We're both free spirits who love
singing and working with chil-
dren.”
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Floyd has been involved in
theater since she was 13 years
old. She appeared frequently in
community theater in Kirksville
and productions at Truman
State University. “I hope to do
more shows in the Kansas City
area. I've been so busy with
school since I moved here I
haven’t had much time” she
said. “I certainly want to keep
the Theatre in the Park on my
radar. My goal is directing, but I
want to continue performing,
too.”

Sisters Mattie and Millie Bell
of Olathe are again playing two
of Von Trapp’s children seven
children. They had similar
roles in “The Sound of
Music” at the New The-
atre in 2009. Mattie, 13,
is Louisa this time
(she was Brigitta at
the New Theat1e)
and Millie, 7, is again
portraying Gretel

“I like being Louisa,
but I enjoyed doing Bri-
gitta, too,” Mattie said. “I
like the big stage at the
Theatre in the Park and I
love the big sets. There isn't

Jackie Floyd
portrays Maria
in “The Sound
of Music.”
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‘Both  girls have been busy.
Mattie, an eighth-grader at Cali-
fornia Trail Middle School, has
played Laura in “Little House on
the Prairie” at the Coterie and
young Jackie Bouvier in “Grey
Gardens” at the Unicorn. She
also was in “Annie” at The The-
atre in the Park and the ensem-
ble of “A Christmas Carol” at the
Kansas City Repertory Theatre.

Millie, a third-grader at
Heatherstone Elementary, has
performed at the Trilogy Cul-
ture Arts Centre in Olathe. She
was a mouse in “Cinderella,”
Molly in “Annie” and an en-

_chanted spoon in “Beauty and

the Beast.”

“It’s fun being Gretel again,”
Millie said. “It was easier learn-
ing the lines this time. And I like
belng ina show with my sister
again.”

Don Leonard, also of Olathe,
is in his second show at Theatre
in the Park as Max, a friend of
the Von Trapp family..

“The role is different from the
movie. In the stage play I'm kind
of a funny guy. The kids are
adorable. They call me Uncle
Max,” he said, “and I get to sing

a couple of songs, ‘No Way to

Stop It’ and ‘How. Can Love Sur-
vive.” )

“Sound of Music” is directed
by Nathan MNorcross, who re-
turned to Kansas City in 2006
after several years in New York
City. He directed “Beauty and
the Beast” at the Theatre in the

Park in 2008.




