Johnson County Park and Recreation District presents

BIG RIVER

June 26, 27,28 & July 2, 3, 4, 5, 1992

Book by William Hauptman adapted from the novel by Mark Twain

Music and Lyrics by Roger Miller
Directed by Mark Swezey

Presented through special arrangement with Rodgers and Hammerstein Theatre Library
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A NOTE FROM
THE DIRECTOR...

After the Rodney King verdict and the L.A. riots in
reaction, | was watching a Sunday moming talk show
with Charles Kurault. During video footage of the riots
he commented that it had been many years since the
beginning of the Civil Rights movement, yet with all
the speeches, legislation and protesting, we are still
worlds apart in our understanding of each other.

in 1884 Mark Twain wrote HUCKLEBERRY

FINN. Unlike romantic writers of his time who dressed
life up in Sunday school clothes, Twain showed ilfe
naked and raw. HUCKLEBERRY FINN is, in essence,
the story of growth from boy to man. The river is the
path we all travel, At almost every turn we are
confronted with good and evil and we have the
capacity to learn from each encounter.

Over 100 years after Twain wrote this story of

the relationship of Huck and Jim, a runaway slave, it is
of particular interest. their relationship, still today,
serves as 2 model for conquering injustice through the
power of love and commitment. Twain has written a
prescription for an illness in our society; one that
speeches, legislation and protests have not cured. Like
Huck and Jim, perhaps we too can learn to be
“together but worlds apart.”




