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DIRECTOR’S NOTE
JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR took its inspiration from Biblical sources. 1t utilizes a wide range of musical styles from rock to classical, to
retell a familiar story: the last seven days in the life of Jesus of Nazareth.

Theatrical producers were universally disinterested in this work when it first appeared, fearing that the subject matter was too “non-
commercial”. So the authors went to a recording studio and recorded the work as an album. The two record set found popularity in the
United States, and a Broadway production resulted. The highly elaborate and much publicized stage version created controversy, yet
enjoyed a run of over 700 performances. A very different stage version opened in London and became the West End’s longest running
musical.

A film version in 1973 helped the work gain greater international visibility, as did a series of touring concert versions. However, the show
remained more of a cult favorite than a classic work of musical theatre.

Two decades after its debut, however, SUPERSTAR has earned acceptance from a much wider range of theatregoers and critics, and even
found enthusiastic endorsement from refigious leaders representing a broad spectrum of faiths.

Why such a turnaround? Various factors are undoubtedly involved.

By declining to tell the story from any one specific religious viewpoint, the authors allow the audiences to view the work through their
own individual philosophies and to come to their own conclusions. Something remarkable happened 2000 years ago, which is still being
debated today. How do YOU feel about it?
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What's the Buzz (Bethany, Friday Night) ......ccccecevrerues Jesus, Mary The Last Supper (Thursday Night)....Jesus, Judas the the Ensemble
and the Ensemble Gesthsemane (The Garden)......ovcocerenerereirsneresnnnennnns Jesus
Strange Thing Mystifying ................ Judas, Jesus and the Ensemble The ATTEST ccveeeviereeroenecroresnresonmsnsnessesseene Peter, Jesus, Caiaphas,
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