Johnson County Park and Recreation District
presents

MACK AND MABEL

Book by Michael Stewart
Music and Lyrics by Jerry Herman
Original New York production Directed and Choreographed by Gower Champlon

July 20, 21, 22,

27, 28 29, 1990

Directed by Ile Haggins
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Pre-show and inciderntal film music: Authentic Silent-Movie Era popular dance arrangements,

and orchestrations written to accompany the silent screen.




SYNOPSIS OF SCENES AND MUSICAL NUMBERS

ACT ONE
Overture Orchestra

Scene 1: The Sennett Studios, 1938
“Movies Were Movies” . Mack and the Ensemble
Scene 2: The Brooklyn Studio, 1811
“Look What Happened To Mabel” ................ Mabel, Wally,
...................................................... Frank, and the Grips

Scene 3: Mack's Qffice, Brooklyn
“Blg Time” - Lottie, Wally, Mabei, Ella,

e '. .Klelman Fox Frank, and the Ensemble

Scene 4: En Route lo California
"I Won't Send Roses” ..o oo Mack
Reprise: “I Won't Send Roses” ...,

Scene b: Los Angeles, 1912
"I Wanna Make The World Laugh™ .... Mack and the Family
Scene 6: On the Set
Reprise: “I Wanna Make The World Laugh” ............ Mack
.......................................................... and the Ensemble

Scene 7: The Orchid Room of the Hollywood Hotel, 1919
“Wherever He AIn't".......oiviinnn Mabel and the Walters

Scene 8. On the Set

"Hundreds Of Giris" ........ Mack and the Bathing Beauties

ACT TWO
Entre-Acte Orchestra

Scene 1: Mack's New Office, 1923

Scene 2: Studlo, Early the Next Morning

“When Mabel Comes In The Room™ ...... Watchman, Lottie,
.......................................................... and the Ensemble
“Every Time A Cop Falls Down".......... Mack, Klelman, Fox
.................................................................. and the Kops

Scene 3; A Pler, New Yorik
“Time Heals Everything”.............cccoooevviiviianinnin. Mabel
Scene 4: “Vitagraph Varletles of 1929" and the Terrace of Willlam
Desmond Taylor
“Tap Your Troubles Away”.................. Lotlie and the Girls

Scene 5: Mack's Qffice - then Mabel's Home

“1 Promise You A Happy Ending” ..............c.ccco v e Mack
Scene 6: The Sennett Studlo. 1838
Finale:, .. Company

PRODUCTION NOTE

It is uncharacteristic of Jerry Herman to pick a subject like
Mabel Normand and Mack Sennett to be the subject of one of his
musicals. Herman, author of such musicals as "Mame”, "Hello,
Dolly!", and “La Cage Aux Follles,” deals with strong, optimistic
female character types which face up to life's problems and
triumph in the end. When Dolly Levl and Mame Dennis meet
with confrontation, they trumpet their way to the top usually in
bright lights, sequined dresses, and a chorus of men surround-
ing them,

Mabel Normand had the bright lights, the sequined dresses,
and the chorus of men that brought her to the top and it is all
enshrined on fllm forever, However, Jerry Herman is allowing us
to see the real life, off-camera story of Mabel Normand in "Mack
and Mabel". Mabel died at the age of thirty-three from tubercu-
losls along with a drug and alcohol addictlon. She was unable

to maintaln an optimistic life style like the other characters in
Herman's musicals. This in turn makes "Mack and Mabel" a
muslcal {ragedy,

Herman turns away from central female characters in this
musical and focuses on Mack Sennett. A director who is virtually
unknown now and suffered tremendous bankruptey, he is stiil the
man who brightened many lives by discovering and developing
such talenis as Ben Turpin, W, C, Fields, Gloria Swanson, Bing
Crosby, and Charlie Chaplin. He was the originator of such comic
business as the pratfall, the ple-in-the-face, and the Keystone
Kops. Mack Sennett was able to give the world an optimistic
outlook through a gag, a laugh, and Mabel Normand. Even though
their lives crumbled around them, their comic work {s preserved on
film for all of us to enjoy in the decades to come. And that is our
solace for this musical tragedy.
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