Walberg Family
TIP Performers

Theatre In the Park has been a summer tradition for many years for myself and my family. Who else can
say that they have been on the stage in shows with their father, mother and four children?

It all started in 1981, | received a phone call asking if | wanted to be in Annie Get Your Gun. | said yes and
was hooked. During one of the shows, | can remember the cast gathering backstage listening to a
transistor radio of the news and reports of the Hyatt Sky Walk collapsing. It was a very somber evening.

82’ brought on Fiddler on the Roof followed by West Side Story in 83’. This was my first of two
productions of WSS at the park for me (Picture #1 & #2 The Sharks in “Tonight.” I’'m on the far right, #3
The dance at the gym scene. I'm on the far left). **Also in the center of the picture is Maria played by
Constance Ramos. Constance later went on to have a successful acting career and is known for her time
as one of the hosts of ABC’s Extreme Home Makeover.

| returned to the park stage in 86’ for Seven Brides for Seven Brothers and then again 89’ for West Side
Story.(Picture #4 Here we have the Jets singing “Officer Krupke.” I'm on the left in the red t-shirt. Also
pictured is veteran TTIP director David Hastings, very bottom) This show has a strange turn of events for
me. | wasn’t cast in the show due to a prior two week coaching commitment in Wisconsin in middle of
the rehearsal process. | was very sad not to be in the show, however, | contacted the director Barb
Nichols and asked if | could be involved in the show back stage somehow. She said yes, of course. About
a week later Barb called and said there have been a few changes in the cast and she asked if | would be
willing to be IN THE SHOW as a Shark. YES! A no brainer. When we got to the first rehearsal, Barb told
me that now | was going to be a Jet. Now here we are two weeks into the rehearsal process and the
actor who plays Riff is in a life threatening motorcycle accident and can’t continue as Riff. Barb walks to
me and askes if | would be willing to play Riff. | had to turn down the offer due to my coaching
commitment, but what a series of events that was. It was by far the most enjoyable show that | have
ever been in at the park.

In 90’ | was cast in my first lead role as Frank Butler in Annie Get Your Gun. (2" time in this show at the
park) Pictures #5, 6 & 7 are all related to the show.

91’ | was offered the role of Sky Masterson in Guys & Dolls. Stepping out of his comfort zone and onto
the stage was my father, Carl Walberg aka. Big Jule. If you are familiar with the show, you will
remember that Sky gets to knock Big Jule out in the Crap shooting scene. | will remember that for a long
time. Pictures # 8, 9 & 10 are from Guys and Dolls with picture 10 showing Sky & Big Jule together on
stage just before the big knock out.

Into the Woods was next for me as Rapunzel’s Prince. This was now my mother’s turn to step onto the
stage as Jack’s Mom in 93’.

My next stage appearance came in 2010 in Cinderella when | was cast as the Town Crier and had the
pleasure of being in my first show with 3 of my children. Alaina, Alec & Willa.(picture 11 shows me with
my left arm around my son Alec)

2013 had the Walberg players in the production of Peter Pan, where | was cast as one of Hook’s pirates.
| was joined by children Alec, Wyatt & Willa.(picture 12 is me as a pirate and picture 13 is the Lost Boys
of Neverland with the three Walbergs in the tank tops. Also included is picture 14 it is the 4 of us singing
the National Anthem)
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The Walbergs were cast in Honk in 2014 where | played the gooses commander Greylag (15) and was
joined by children Wyatt & Willa.

In 2015 | was cast as Reverend Alvin Paterson in the production of Annie Warbucks. My daughter Willa
was also in the show.(Picture 16 is from AW)

2017 was the year for the Walberg boys to steal take center stage. While | was cast in the Men’s
ensemble in Spamalot my son Wyatt was cast as King Arthur’s tap dancing faithful steed Patsy. My other
son Alec was cast Michael Feldman in Back to the 80's

Last year | had the privilege of being cast in two shows. The first show was The Little Mermaid with my
daughter Willa where | played King Triton. The second show was The Addams Family where | played Mal
Beineke. My son Alec was also in this show while Wyatt was in South Pacific. (picture 17 is of me and
Willa in The Little Mermaid and 18 is of me and Alec from Back to the 80’s)

This year I'm in a show with no other Walberg, how strange! | have been cast in the Men’s ensemble of
The Music Man while my son Alec is playing Drake in the first show of the summer Annie.
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“The Sharks” in a scene from the 1983 Theatre in the Park production of “West Side Story

hoto by Marv Fads, Johnson County Park and Recreabon Distnict
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Theatre-in-the-Park Anpounces 1990 Performances

heatre-in-the-Park has announced its
1990 season, including four musical
productions, two concerts by the Kansas
City Symphony, and other productions for
young and senior citizens alike.
*Considered one of the nation’s outstand-
ing community theatres, it is located in a
beautiful, natural, bowl-like setting, com-
plete with professional lighting and sound
systems, More than 500 persons will take
part this scason.

Theatre-in-the-Park began in 1970, with

its first production being “Mame.” The
productions became so popular that the
theatre opened in 1972 inlarger quarters, in
the 1,250-acre Shawnee Mission Park . . .
here the crowds continued 1o grow. In
1980, thanks to efforts by the Shawnee
Mission Sertoma Club, new facilities were
dedicated. Today, the project is an on-
going project of the Johnson County Park
and Recreation District and continues to
grow in facilities, landscaping and parking
areas.
The present theatre includes a 60-by-
180-foot stage, dressing rooms, technical
facilities, set construction and storage ar-
eas, concession facilities, restrooms, and
parking.

Auendance is expected 10 increase this
season. The 1989 season brought 96,550
theatre goers, compared with just over
68,000in 1988. Those attending bring lawn
chairs and/or blankets to enjoy the shows.
Many start the evening with picnic mealsin
the park. Parking is plentiful and free.
There willbe an entertainment charge of $1
per person this scason 10 help defray the
production costs.

Demmaree Carns has been Cultural Arts
Supervisor for the Park Department and
producer of the theatre since 1973. She
relies on both highly qualified amateurs
and professional talent to ensure the qual-

ity and success of the outdoor productions.
In fact, this year more than 700 children
and adults tried out for parts in theatre
productions. Carns said that this season,
the 21st, is projected Lo be the most sue-
cessful yet.

The firstproduction this summer, “Annie
Get Your Gun,” will begin June 15th and
will run Friday, Saturday and Sunday eve-
ning for two consecutive weeks, closing
June 24th. All performances begin at 8:30
pm.

“Annic Get Your Gun” is the story of
Annie Qakley as she comes from the Ohio
hills to become the crack rifle shot in the
country. Thrills, romance, tension and great
music, including “There’s No Business

the Momning,” and “Anything You Can

Carns said that the Theatre-in-the-Park
was named the 13th best drawing attraction
in the Kansas City arca by the Kansas City
Business Journal and is rated as one of the
top cultural attractions in the entire state of
Kansas. Carns added that theatre-goers
actually come from areas more than 100
miles away for the evening performances,
and this points to the dedication of those
participating in the performances, talented
performers and the quality of the shows.
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